on 


Downtown Utica 
through the Decades 


Pictures from the Past—The Upper Mohawk Region (Vol. 1) 





Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 


t’s the one fixed point in an ever-changing downtown Utica and one of the city’s oldest 

buildings, the still-standing Devereux Building (on the left) at the intersection of 

Genesee-ang}. Oriskany streets and Franklin Square. This photo was taken about 1900 
from the Busy Corner looking north along Genesee Street. The building was built in 1845 by 
the Devereux brothers-John and Nicholas, who had, in 1839, founded the Savings Bank of 
Utica. The triangular-shaped building has about 100 feet facing Genesee Street, 100 feet facing 
Franklin Square and 60 feet on the north side facing Oriskany Street today (and the Erie Canal 
in the 19th century). Until recently, the White Tower restaurant was housed on the ground 
floor section facing the Busy Corner. The “hump” bridge in the center of the photo carried 
traffic over the Erie Canal. Last June, the Devereux Building was purchased by the Capital 
Asset Group, of Battleboro, VT. 
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A river, a fort and a fertile land 
shaped a colonial ‘busy corner’ 





Courtesy of the Oneida Countu Historical Society 


The old ‘hump bridge 


This photo, taken in 1890, was taken from the old ‘“‘hump’”’ bridge on 
Genesee Street looking north to Bagg’s Square. The bridge carried 
pedestrians and horse-drawn vehicles over the Erie Canal (where Oriskany 
Street crosses Genesee today) and got its nickname because of the 
“thump” it made on Genesee from Catherine Street south to the canal. 


Gathering spot 


The Hotel Martin was located at 219- 
237 Bleecker St. (with a rear en- 
trance on Oriskany Street). This 
1940 photo shows the Bleecker 
Street entrance and one of the many 
stores at ground level, Charles 
Credit Jewelers (at left). Other 
stores there included Mittleman’s 
Men’s Shop and Kahn’s Men Shop. 
In 1901, William Martin bought the 
American Hotel, renovated it and 
renamed it Hotel Martin. It remained 
the Martin until 1944 when it be- 
came Hotel Hamilton. It had 450 
rooms, a ballroom and dining 
rooms. 





By FRANK TOMAINO 
Observer-Dispatch 

Today, there is a downtown Utica, 
an uptown Utica and Uticas to the 
north, east, south and west. 

Two hundred years ago — in 1787 

there was one Utica, or, as it was 
known in those days, Old Fort 
Schuyler. Just a handful of families 
lived near the fort, which had been 
built in 1758 by the British to protect 
a spot on the Mohawk River where 
the waters were not very deep and 
could be crossed easily. 

The fording place and the fort 
were located just north of where 
Main Street and Third Avenue meet 
today, about three blocks east of 
Union Station. 

(Until the early 1900s, the Mo- 
hawk River entered Utica from the 
west, hooked south and _ crossed 
Genesee Street at Bagg’s Square, 
flowed behind where Union Station 
is today, and then headed north for 
about a mile and then east to the 
Hudson River. 

(The bend in the river was 
straightened in the early 1900s by 
moving the section of the river that 
crossed Genesee Street north for 
about a mile to where it is located 
today. The work was done, in part, to 
eliminate a dangerous railroad 
grade crossing at Bagg’s Square and 
to make room for a bridge over New 
York Central Railroad tracks.) 

In 1787, then, Old Fort Schuyler 
was a quiet, peaceable place — a log 
house here, a cabin and shed there. 

Than along came 1788. And with it 
came visitors. 

They came by boat, by wagon, on 
horseback. Some _ stayed; some 
moved on west along the Southern 
Trail to Oneida Castle and beyond. 
Most of them were from New Eng: 
land. 

The War for Independence had 
ended five years earlier, and soldiers 
from New England who had been 
stationed in the Upper Mohawk 
Region had liked what they had seen 
— fertile soil to plant in, countless 
trees to build with, a mighty river to 
travel on, thousands of fur-bearing 
animals to trap and others to hunt, 
and — most important — a trail 
south and west hewn through the 
forest by those who had settled in 
the region. 

It wasn’t Old Fort Schuyler that 
attracted the visitors. 


See HISTORY, Page 6 
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Ooserver-Dispaich file photo 


Where Elks met 


In 1912, members of the Utica Lodge 33, of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, bought property at the 
southeast corner of Mary and Charlotte streets for $8,000. In 1916 the building was completed, and this photo from 
the early 1920s shows the four-story building with its finish of tapestry brick and terra cotta trimmings. In 1942 the 
building was sold to Oneida County; it was razed in the early 1970s to make room for the County Office Building. 


The Good Meelan Feelin... 
for over 60 years! 


MEELAN RUG CO. 











eS 


‘The Floor Store” 


Utica at 409 Columbia St. e 724-4121 
Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30am-9pm Tues. and Wed. 9:30am-5:30pm Sat. 9am-5pm 
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At the Arcade 


Here’s the massive Arcade Build- 
ing, on the east side of Genesee 
Street between Bleecker and Oris- 
kany streets, in the early 20th 
century. That’s the old Oneida Na- 
tional Bank — today’s Norstar Bank 
— on the right. The Arcade, torn 
down in 1941 to make room for the 
new Boston Store, was the home of 
F.W. Woolworth’s first store here in 
1879. The building housed many 
stores and offices, had a glass roof 
over an inner court with ‘ginger- 
bread” ironwork and_ balconies. 
Like the Boston Store, the Arcade 
Building was long the center of 
downtown business activity. When, 
on Jan. 13, 1941, workers began to 
tear down the building, the Observ- [oo nnn senna. sss nathan: ni mma nnn bier 
er-Dispatch reported thatone wom- f *~ - ies ee Mingle 

an nearly fainted after crying out, 
“‘They’re tearing down the Arcade!” 





RIVERSIDE MATERIALS INC. 


A complete line of building materials. 


J.M. & BIRD FIBERGLASS ROOFING 
J.M. FIBERGLASS INSULATION 
MASTIC VINYL SIDING 
ALCOA ALUMINUM SIDING 


LUMBER e WINDOWS e DOORS 
PANELING eCEILINGTILES 
MILLWORK e HARDWARE 
KITCHEN CABINETS e VANITIES 
INSULATED STEEL DOOR 


River Road, Marcy 724-8128 
/ : Some people think we’re a fine hotel. 
Some people think our new Gazebo Lounge 
Some people think our Shalimar restaurant 
Find out what you like best! 
Rome's Finest Hotel 





the 


The Observer-Dispatch 


NOW! Only Lounge 


336-4300 tRelpene 


Jct. 26, 46, 69 Dancing 
Downtown Ladies 2 Drinks 25% off 


FORWARD FASHIONS 


OL ——- Cia 


110 Bleecker St., Downtown Utica 








% 
v 


For home delivery, call 797-9150. 
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Proud to have been part of Downtown Utica since 1950. 
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_ John Hoyt, a tailor; Nathaniel Butler, wells were dug and springs were 
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With the 


e land ne 
Swampy 


Mohawk River so close by, 

ar the fort was too wet and 

es to farm. But the visitors came 
anyway, because the fort was at a 
crossroads in the region. The shallow 
Spot in the river was the only place for 
miles that a person could cross the 
Upper section of the Mohawk. 

Old Fort Schuyler became known 
as the place where settlers could stop, 
rest overnight and then head on in 
any direction — east by river or road, 
south and west by trail and north and 
south by crossing the river. 

Old Fort Schuyler had become the 
region’s ‘Busy Corner.” 

Many. visitors, though, did not 
move on. They realized money could 
be made by selling supplies and goods 
to travelers and providing them with 
a place to sleep overnight. 

There quickly sprang up inns, 
taverns and stores. The community 
now had its first “downtown” busi- 
ness center — right where the Bagg’s 
Square area is today. 

In 1788, Ma). John Bellinger, who 
had fought side by side with Gen. 
Nicholas Herkimer at the Battle of 
Oriskany 11 years earlier, built an inn ' 
where Whitesboro and Washington 6 : gas Nay 
streets meet today. It became known A Mm a| esl CG hotel 
as the “New England House.” 

In 1789 .came Peter Smith from !n 1920, it was decided that downtown Utica needed another hotel, so the 
Rockland County, who put up a store Majestic Theater was torn down and in its place was built the Majestic 
and trading post just west of where Hotel. It was on the northeast corner of Lafayette and Washington streets. 


Union Station is today. _ The 140-room hotel opened on May 27, 1923 — the year this photo was 
John Post, from Schenectady, ar- ari 

rived in 1790 and became Old Fort taken — and also housed a new Majestic Theater. In 1938, the hotel was 

Schuyler’s first important merchant. sold and the new owners renamed it the Pershing. The Lafayette- 

He built a large store on the west side Washington intersection was one of Utica’s busiest in the late 1930s and 

of Genesee Street near Whitesboro 49495 There were three movie theaters (the Olympic, the Avon and the 

Street, and later built a large ware- : ; Oe : : 

house where he stored furs he got Utica); fine restaurants and nightclubs (Lincoln Farms, Brassel’s, the Elgin 

from the Indians in return for tobac- Diner and that swinging hot spot called the Silver Rail); and other places 

co, blankets and spirits. that attracted hundreds to the area (Empire Bowling Lanes, Wittig’s 

_ In 1798, Old Fort Schuyler was Confectionary and the Utica Chocolate Shop). By the mid-1960s, the hotel 

Incorporated as a village and was es 

renamed “Utica” after, some histori- building and the theaters were gone — all torn down. 

ans say, a city in North Africa that 

was an important seaport located Moses Bagg, an innkeeper. Andmany ing streéts could truly be called 


near Carthage. _ more. downtown Utica, because most of 
By 1800, the village of Utica was By 1820, Utica had nearly 3,000 jhe stores and warehouses were 
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Observer-Dispatch file photo 


growing rapidly. residents. Ten years later, the number | 
: aa a : ay “eo — c 2 same 
And its “downtown” business cen- had grown to 8,300. located there — in about the s 
ter was growing just as fast —-expand- Dozens of houses were being built place we call downtown today. 


ing south along such streets as on streets stretching farther eastand And by now there had grown up 
Genesee, John and Hotel, east along . west, and dozens of stores were being , ae fh 
B , : other areas of Utica: Uptown, north, 
road and Bleecker and west along built on streets stretching farther ae 
Whitesboro. south. east, south and west. The area ha 
Dozens of: merchants crowded into _ Churches and schools went up and dozens of grocery stores and dry 
the area: John Adams,‘a carpenter; fire companies were formed. Water goods shops, many blacksmith 


: shops, dozens of hardware stores and 
atchmaker; David Breuber, a discovered and developed. es tate PB | 





































Apel 4 as agen oo: SRR ie te oo shops and workshops filled 
; Sylvanius Dygert, a gunsmith; _ In 1832, the village of Utica became ‘yy 
| Bissel, 2 grocer: Windsor Stone, the city of Utica. 4 i co cae with busy cabinetmakers. 
emaker; James Kip, avbechant _ Finally, Genesee and its neig - See HISTORY, Page 8 
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See Us For All Your Painting 
Materials For Home & Auto 


Distributors of MARTIN SENOUR PAINTS 
DUTCH BOY SUPER KEMTONE 
DITZER & DUPONT AUTOMOTIVE FINISHES 


GENESEE 
PAINT & GLASS 


1219 Park Ave., at Oneida Square 
732-1141 












me Cnins Pub | 
N’ Grub 


Great luncl: « 












specials daily 
2 for 1 mix drinks 130 years 
everyday from : of service 
liam to 7pm to the 





Watch five different 
football games 
on five different 

televisions Sunday 


228 Genesee St 
Downtown Utica 


community 


UTICA B.FAMILY YMCA 
YMCA 1858-1988 


726 Washington Street e Utica, New York 13502 
Telephone (315) 735-8581 









e Highest Level of Service 
e Spacious Guest Rooms 

e Comfortabie Work Areas 
e Nautilus Health Club 

e Arthur’s Restaurant 

e Entertainment Nighily 


in Our Lounge 
e Free Indoor Parking S) 
Sheraton Inn & Conference NC > Center ante 


200 GENESEE STREET, UTICA, NEW YORK 315-797-8010 


GOOD FOR YOU DOWNTOWN UTICA 


WHEN YOU FIND A GOOD PLACE 
TO STAY...YOU SHOUD STAY THERE. 


/ f 
Travel Lodge. -@ good ee lo slay. 


The Utica TraveLodge 

1700 Genesee St. 

Corner of Genesee & the Parkway 
( > ) 


724-2101 &2 
= 
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ontinued from Page 6 


ae the 19th century grew older, the 
“ae ace along with it — 12,782 
dents in 1850, 
44,007 in 1800, 32,496 in 1875 and 
Downtown 
grow, too. 


The Erie Canal, the railroad and 
trolleys attracted many stores ‘ind 
industries, which were in turn joined 
by more churches, schools. hotels, 
taverns, banks and hospitals. 


The coming of the 20th century 
didn’t change a thing. Downtown 
remained the center of activity. 

The Hotel Utica was completed in 
1912 and joined such downtown ho- 
tels as the Yates and the Martin. The 
city had many neighborhood theaters, 
but the first-run movie houses were 
located downtown -among them the 
Majestic, the Alhambra, the Lum- 
berg, and the Stanley, Avon, Utica 
and Olympic. 

There were no shopping centers, so 
area shoppers crowded downtown 
streets to buy their needs at such 
places as John A. Roberts Department 
Store, Fraser’s Department Store, and 
the Arcade Building (later torn down 
to make room for the Boston Store). 
And car dealers began to dot the area, 
too. 


Utica continued to 


Downtown was probably at its 
busiest in the 1940s, when there were 
hundreds of stores and businesses to 
choose from and the city’s population 
was more than 100,000. 


Many today still remember: Neisn- 
er’s Five and Dime Store (with its 
basement beauty salon, shoe repair 
shop and restaurant); J.B. Wells & 
Son (Utica’s “quality” department 
store with its little “house” on the 
third floor to display home fur: 
nishings); the “new” Boston Store: 
sporting goods 
and toy store: Langdon & Hughes 
appliances; Doyle Knowner; Wicks & 
Greenman; Mohawk Wallpaper and 
Paint; H.D. Morehouse & Son appli: 
ances; Sonne Brothers jewelers: and 


clothing stores like Kirkley’s, Koe- 


nig’s, Brill’s, August’s, Webb's, Mah- 
er Brothers, Middleman’s, Kahn’s, 
‘LH. Uoener Stein's and Bieber- 
| got two pairs: of 


Oe 
Ne 


ee partn and Jane Lee's wo 


/ 


In 1954, one of the busiest sec 


machine); Grant’s Book Store; W.T. 
Grant’s Department Store; Wool- 
worth’s; the Home Dairy restaurant; 
Kinney Shoes; Cramer’s Jeweler 
(with its big Benrus clock on its front 
sidewalk); Ball’s Quick Shoe Repair; 
A. Schulte cigars; Liggett’s Drug 
Store; the Silver Rail night spot; 
Lincoln Farms restaurant; Brassel’s 
Restaurant. 


And Wittig’s confectionary shop; 
Playworld Toy Shop; Harris Brothers 


jewelers’ the Star. Pants Shop; the 
White Tower; Flemma_ Brothers 
shoes; Philipson’s Army and Navy 
Store; Watford Drug; Utica Floral; 
Reid Sheldon leather goods and 
gifts; Loft Candy; Fanny Farmer ~ 
Candy, National Auto Stores, West- 
ern Auto Stores, and many, many 
more... 


And how about the old Comfort 
Station on Elizabeth Street? 


See HISTORY, Page 10 
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Busy Bleecker Street in 1954 
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ctions of downtown | Utica was the south side of 
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“24 Years in 
Downtown Utica’’ 


Stetson:Harza 


A LIAR ZA COMPANY 


ARCHITECTS e ENGINEERS e PLANNERS 
CONSTRUCTIONMANAGERS 


185 Genessee Street, Utica, NY 13501 / (315) 797-5800 





in the 
The Observer-Dispatch 











Brokers and Investment bankers 
to the Northeast. 





One of the largest full-service Regional 
firms in Upstate New York. We take 
seriously the job of understanding the 
individual investors needs. 





258 Genesee Street, Ground Floor Sec 
Utica, NY 13501 (315) 797-5100 : 


Member New York Stock Exchange and other principal exchanges. 


Blue Cross Blue Shield 


of Greater Utica, Inc. 


For home delivery, call 797-9150. 





The latest in Lifestyle Entertainment 


Serving Our 16 County Area 
For 50 Years 


Now Includes 
A Quality HMO 


BlueCARE Plus 


Blue Cross Blue Shield | | BlueCARE Plus 
245 Genesee St. 258 Genesee St. 


315/798-4200 315/797-0104 
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Downtown Utica was one busy ; EA 
place. , a 


There are some today who would 
say that any history of downtown 
Utica would have to have a sad 
ending. After all, during the 1950s, 
1960s and 1970s shopping centers 
went up in the suburbs and Utica’s} | : 
population decreased — from 101,000 
| in 1950 to about 75,000 today. Many 
| downtown stores closed or moved to 
the suburban malls and shopping 


centers. 
Of course, downtown isn’t what it 
once was — when its streets were 


crowded, especially on Saturdays and 

Monday nights when store stayed 
opened until 9 — and when -the 

Boston Store was thriving and at- 
- tracting thousands of shoppers each 
day, which, in turn, meant more 
business for other downtown stores. 


Today, most of that is gone. 
But downtown Utica is not dead. 


How can you call an area “dead” 
: when it still has dozens of stores, a 
be Stanley Performing Arts Center, 
1 } banks and churches and offices, the 
| on Sheraton Inn and Conference Center, 
: the Memorial Auditorium, Union 
; Station, museums, a newspaper Office, 
rs restaurants, clubs, and hundreds of 
potential shoppers working in City 
, Hall, the County Office Building, the 
: State Office Building and attending 
; classes at the Utica School of Com- 

H merce? 

And who‘knows — some day some 
enterprising individual or group just 
might come up with the right formula 

, and open the right kind of store that 

Peg will attract all those potential shop- 

} pers again, and take advantage of 
places like the Stanley and Sheraton 
and auditorium. ts 


Who knows, downtown Utica’s f& 
x busiest days might not be in years 
Se te E eoxe by after all, but in the future. 
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i rag _ churches, but the northwest corner of [# 
Fray Co olumbia and Washington streets is 
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Congratulations to 
DOWNTOWN UTICA! 


THE AMERICAN PRESS 
Letter Press - Offset 
600 Albany St. 
Utica, New York 13501 
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dali UTICA 


Proud to be part of 
a building community 
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FARSON a 
eee Carparellt Bros. Inc. 
BROTHERS ALL 35 aie ak Dare on aS a 866 St. Bere NY 
A ANTcan ERoieSs Combai YOUR 728 on st Utica, NY 
An American Express company INVESTMENT 


NEEDS. 


Shearson Lehman Brothers Inc, 
231 Genesee Street, 2nd Floor 
Utica, NY 13501-2867 


CONGRATULATIONS 5, 
DOWNTOWN! 
We've been hanging around | 


town almost as long as 
you have! 


We provide downtown "'! 
Utica and the | 
-lsurroundings area with f 
the finest 
window treatments! 





ML ARIL Y NAND BOB SONNE. 


3rp GENERATION 


INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 


FOR 80 YEARS. PERSONALIZED AND 
FRIENDLY SERVICE. 


BOB SONNE'S GEM CENTER 


‘Jewelers since 1907” 


loreis 


DRAPERY SHOP 





90 Genesee St. KING COLE PLAZA 
New Hartford, New York 13413 1824 GENESEE ST. UTICA 724-9295 


797-4884 _ MON-SAT es 
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Deca des at being on the 0... 3 
Downtown Utica, we Salute you! 


Karen Travel, 


1800 Genesee 8t., Utica @ 73>: ‘9880 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
DOWNTOWN UTICA! 


We were newcomers to downtown in 1911 


Utica Catholic Book Store 


“Where the Christmas Spirit Lives year-round” 


@ Chruch supplies » Church furnishings 


171 Genesee St 
Downtown Utica 
724-5191 


Central N.Y.’s Largest Collection of 
Fine Diamond Jewelry 








iE eemans Holiday y Hours 
. OA. 
ie Sat 9:30 A.M. fee ean tan 
Sun. 11:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
established 1925 
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History housed here 


The Oneida Historical Society was formed in 1876, and 
by 1893 its members were looking for a building for its 
many books and historical items. To the rescue came 
Mrs. James Watson Williams, whose estate financed 
the purchase of a triangular plot at John and Elizabeth 
streets and Park Avenue. A magnificent building was 
built there in 1895-96 at a cost of about $50,000. The 
cornerstone was laid on July 29, 1895, by Masonic 
Grandmaster John Stewart. Utica Congressman James 
Schoolcraft Sherman — who in 1908 was elected vice 
president of the United States — was the main speaker 
at the ceremony. The building — of Flemish design with 
yellow brick walls and a brilliant red-tiled roof —was 
dedicated Dec. 1, 1896. It had a large lecture hall, two 
exhibition rooms and a library. The photo above shows 
the building in the 1940s. In 1959, it was torn down to 
make room for a service station. Today the Historical 
Society is located in Fountain Elms. 
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Established 
1930 


A salute to Downtown Utica 
from one of your 
leading lights 





Wire Mold 
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57 Years 
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H.D. KULOW INC, “tien 797-2340 
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How we were 


Two similar views of downtown 
Utica — looking south along Gene- 
see Street from Bagg’s Square — 
taken 57 years apart illustrate the 
city’s growth. The lithograph at 
right, by Louis Bradley, dates from 
1848, when Utica’s population was 
15,000. In the foreground a train is 
headed for the Utica-Syracuse Rail- 
road Station; at the far left is the 
Bleecker House hotel. 


In the bottom photo, from 1905, 
the Busy Corner can be seen near 
the center of photo where the trolley 
car is crossing; the bridge at lower 
left carried traffic over the Erie 
Canal, which ran east and west 
along the stretch where Oriskany 
Street is today. The buildings on the 
left are the Foster and Arcade 
buildings, which were later torn 
down to make room for the Boston 
Store. In the center of the photo, just 
below that trolley car, is the Deve- 
reux Building that still stands today. 
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Observer-Dispatch file photos 


Fantasy corner 


Downtown Utica was the home of greai first-run movie theaters down 
through the years — among them the Alhambra on Bleecker Street, the 
Lumberg on Washinton Street and, of course, the Stanley on Genesee 
Street. Three of the most popular ones were the Avon, the Utica and the 
Olympic, all near the intersection of Lafayette and Washington streets. The 
three — each seating more than 1,000 in the orchestra and balcony — were 
built in the early 1900s. By 1971, they were gone, razed to make room for 
parking lots. 
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Courtesy of the Oneida County Historical Society 


‘Downtown’ Utica, 1890 


Today it’s Oriskany Street. During most of the 19th century and early 20th century, it was the Erie Canal —a 40-foot- 
wide economic lifeline cutting through the center of downtown Utica. This photo, taken in 1890 from Washington 
Street, looks west toward State Street; the building on the left housed Munson Brothers, manufacturer of mill 
suppiles, and is the present site of the Eggers Caryl & Corrigan auto center. Part of the old canal towpath can be 
seen at the lower right. The 10-foot-wide path was used by horses and mules, whose job it was to tow boats along 
the Erie. Today, that towpath would lead straight to the Utica Memorial Auditorium. 
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School Holidays open at Noon. 
Everything for the Modern Skateboarder 
























"Brow Boards. SERVICE WHILE YOU 
Roller ehaies WA | T 


Phone (315) 339-1969 
Monday - Friday 3.00 to 7:00 
Saturday 12:00 to 5:00 
30 Liberty Plaza, Rome, New York 13440 


506 Seneca St. 
Utica, N.Y. 732-0261 





in the 
The Observer-Dispatch 


Pajamas 
Gripper Coats Smocks 
Slips Aprons 
Gowns Handkerchiefs 
Robes Cobblers 
Slippers Terries 
Camisoles Gift Certificats 


-A Fitting Place To Shop —— 


246 Genesee St. (next door to YMCA) Utica, N.Y. 
-732-6538-Mon. 11-7:30; Tues.-Sat. 11:00-5:30 





















The latest in Lifestyle Entertainment 
For home delivery, call 797-9150. 


superfast cross-court 
action with today’s 
most talented young 
ENG 











Dec. 22, Illinois vs. Missouri 9PMEST 


Harron Cable Channel 1 1 


Dec. 23, Alabama vs. Arkansas 9PMEST 
Harron Cable Channel 1 1 


Dec. 28, Clemson vs. Michigan 9 PMEST 
Harron Cable Channel 11 


Dec. 29, Auburn vs. Villanova 9PMEST 
Harron Cable Channel 11 
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Magnificence 


One of the most majestic buildings 
in downtown Utica today is the 
Savings Bank of Utica at 233 Gene- 
see St. And it was just as imposing 
in the early 1900s, when this photo 
was taken. The bank was founded in 
1839 by brothers John and Nicholas 
Devereux. In 1851, the bank moved 
to a new building — known in its 
time as ‘‘the Iron Bank’’ — on the 
southwest corner of Genesee and 
Lafayette streets (where Citibank is 
today). Then, in the late 1890s, the 
bank purchased the home of Alex- 
ander B. Johnson and there built its 
“bank with the Gold Dome.” Estab- 
lishing the Savings Bank of Utica 
was only one of many major civic 
accomplishments by the Devereux 
brothers, who also helped build the 
area’s first Roman Catholic Church 
— St. John’s, at John and Bleecker 
streets. 
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Once tallest 


It’s called the Bankers Trust Build- 
ing, on the northeast corner of 
Genesee and Elizabeth streets, but 
many still call it by its former name 
— the First National Bank Building. 
Whatever you call it, its 15 stories 
made it the tallest building in Utica 
— until, that is, that young 
whippersnapper came along, the 
State Office Building with its 17 
stories (16 floors for offices and a 
17th floor for air conditioning and 
heating equipment). The Bankers 
Trust Building was completed in 
1926. In 1932, it was leased to 
Kresge’s Five and Ten Cent Store 
and for years Kresge’s occupied the 
ground floor (as in the photo at left, 
taken in the 1940s). Many area 
residents today still remember 
Kresge’s with its popular restau- 
rant, small snack bar near its 
Genesee Street entrance where you 
could buy a hot dog and a cold root 
beer in a big, glass mug, its donut- 
making machine where round globs 
of dough became donuts right be- 
fore your eyes and, in the early 
1940s, the piano in the rear of the 
store where a clerk would play for 
you the sheet music you had just 
bought for a dime. Today, the 
ground floor is occupied by First 
American Bank of Utica. 





Observer-Dispatch file photos 
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ra TIME be Ce 
“DOWNTOWN UTICA. 


“Gaffney Profile 


Gaffney Communications Company, Inc... 


18 a major supplier of telephone communi- 
cation equipment and office integrated 


‘information systems to serve businesses, — 


- government and other organizations. 
Our company was founded over 40 years 


ago by Donald L. Gaffney, and was 
known then as Gaffney Audio/Video Co. — 
_ Shortly after the Landmark Carter Phone 

- Decision, Gaffney entered into the tele- 


ee interconnect nee ener 
Co . 


ni ued in centr al New York as one oe 
oie a na of pay ee 





COMMMIUNGTIONS 
We get through to you. 


AUTHORIZED SALES AGENT 


New York 
Telephone 


ANYNEX 


197-8222 
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Observer-Dispatch file photos 


A half century later 


Old City Hall, with its tall tower and four clock faces, dominated the west side of Genesee Street in downtown Utica 
from the year it was built in 1853 to the year it was demolished in 1968. If you stood at Genesee and Hopper streets 
today and looked north, you would see the Bank of Utica and the Sheraton Inn and Conference Center. If you had 
stood on the same spot in 1900, you would have seen City Hall, many businesses and beautiful shade trees (photo 
above). In 1954 (photo below), you would have seen the Industrial Bank of Utica and, of course, City Hail. 











sh had 


: Exci ing top-rated sports coverage 
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MOTOR ON OVER... 
ENJOY A CLASSIC 


— 


GOOD OLD FASHIONED 
MEALS WITHOUT 
NEW-FANGLED PRICES. 


(GIRARIDAIDIDY 78 


1899 Genesee St., Utica e Ring 733-9001 


the 


ala 








Our One S tore 
Does it Best! 


ane 


“+ 
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Discount Photo Supply 
326 Columbia St., Utica 


732-2884 FOTO FAIR 
Offers a LARGE selection of 


photo products. Most major 
brands in stock. 


FOTO FAIR 


backs up and serves every- 
thing they sell. Customer Satis- 
faction Gucranteed! 


FOTO FAIR 


has an experienced staff 
serving this area for 27 
years! 


‘For home delivery, call 797-9150. 
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FOTO FAIR 


offers quality photofinishing by Kodak 
and in House custom lab (B&W & Color) 
also one hour photo finishing available. 


FOTO FAIR 


can now provide you with professional } 
custom framing 


FOTO FAIR 


A camera store this area has been 
accustomed to. 


OVER 30 YEARS OF 
PHOTO EXPERTISE 


A Striking Record! 


Congratulations to 
Downtown Utica 


JOIN NOW! 


New league forming! 
NOW OPEN! 
THE OAK ROOM 
featuring 
Breakfast 6AM-10:30AM 
Lunch 11:AM-2PM 
Dinner ‘til 11PM 
Try our Lunch & Dinner Specials 


SPOT 
oF | 


NOW AVAILABLE: EONS SS eo 
ONE HOUR 
PHOTO DEVELOPIN 


Open Mon.-Sat. 
8:30-6:00 


\ 


\ \ 


The One Spot 


Bowling 
32 Campion Rd New Hartford 
797-5430 


~\ 
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3 giants of the Busy Corner 
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Courtesy of the Oneida County Historica! Society 


From the early 1940s to the late 1960s, three of the busiest businesses in downtown Utica were along the northeast 
section of the Busy Corner — the Boston Store, the Oneida National Bank and Daw’s Drug Store. 


Federal No. 1 


This photo, taken in about 1890, 
shows Utica’s first Federal Building, 
located at Broad and John streets. It 
was completed in 1882 and housed 
a post office, federal courtrooms 
and offices. It was made of red brick 
with marble trim. In 1928, the build- 
ing was demolished and work ona 
new post office and federal building 
began on the site. That $800,000 
new building was completed in 
1929. When the post office moved to 
new quarters on Pitcher Street 
several years ago, the Broad Street 
building was renovated and now 
houses many federal offices, includ- 
ing the FBI, U.S. Customs Service, 
General Service Administration and 
offices for Congressman Sherwood 


Boehlert. 


Diana’s 
Yarns & Craft 


ALTERATION SERVICE 


YARNS, NEEDLES, BOOKS 
CRAFT SUPPLIES 
HANDMADE ITEMS 


34 Bank Place DianaM 
‘Utica, N.Y. Browne 


13501 793-0734 


AFTER “SNOOPING” 


AROUND FOR THE 
BEST INSURANCE 
BUYS... 


GET MET, IT PAYS 


@ HOME 
@ LIFE 
e AUTO 


; FOUNTAIN ELMS BRANCH 
JOSEPH A. DIMEO 
- BRANCH MANAGER 


Metropolitan Life 


AND AFFILIATED COMPANIES 


291 GENESEE ST., UTICA 


Corner of York 
& Thorn St. 
Phone 724-2887 


Open for lunch 
11-2:30 Daily 
Full Dinner Menu 
5-10 Daily 


Offering Fine 
Italian Dishes & American 
Cuisine Featuring 
Homemade Pasta & 
Veal Dishes . 












Yale $84118 
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FEEL THAT HOLIDAY WARMTH 
ALL YEAR ROUND. § 
WITH A FIREPLACE 736-5238 
FROM Commercial Dr. 
UTICA CONCRETE. N.H. N.Y. 

Open Saturdays 


Also a wide selection of 
Fireplace Accessories 


TT ee 
concrete 





You can rest oe 5 
it’s the best! 


Refreshing new Ideas for your family room and bedroom. 


Lombard 


C82067 
A traditional curved pos! 
pure brass bed. 


Double, queen and 
king sizes. 


The nostalgia of while iron 
and pure brass. 39” width; 
4A" overall height. 
(Available with or without 
high rise unit.) 


ii vill 
tomy Mm nie wit 
Wesley Allen Inc. 


VINCENT MFG. CO., INC. 
Box 306, 560 £. Mill St. 
Little Falls, N.Y. 13365 


(315) 823-2971 
Out Of Town 1-800-257-5721 


DAYBED COVER SETS AND 
PILLOW SHAMS AVAILABLE IN 
MANY FABRICS. 


FURNITURE 


"]TWORKROOM 


rE EE EE OF RE, SOE OF EY ee et ee 
——— 


OUT  ” _ai_i  O ————————————————————E 
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Observer-Dispatch file photo : 


Now that was a grocery store! a | 


__..._ For more than 65 years, Field & Start, whosesale grocers, occupied this building in downtown Utica on the 

ey northwest corner of John and Oriskany streets. It was torn down in the 1970s and is now an employee-customer 
Parking lot for the Observer-Dispatch. The grocery firm was organized in 1884 as Heffron, Field and Start. The Utica 
Merchandise and Paper Co. bought the building in 1954, and the Observer-Dispatch bought it in 1976, 
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& Charles slown 3 


CLOTHES HOUND 


FACTORY OUTLET 


MENS & WOMENS 
QUALITY FASHIONS 
Ly 


FAMOUS MAKERS 
ALWAYS 40-60% BELOW SUGG. RETAIL 
CLOTHES HOUND 


311 TURNERST. CHARLESTOWN 
UTICA 7325011 xa @S EE 














Factory 
Outlet 


BIG ... TALL 


Boys 4-20 
Mens Small - X-Large 


e Rugby’s e Coats 
THE PREMIERE e Sweaters e Suits 





FACTORY OUTLET e Dress Shirts e Sport Coats 
FOR THE BEST SELECTION No Sale Is Ever Final! 
¥ OF: Always 40% to 50% BELOW 
| e BLOUSES Nationally advertised prices 

e SLACKS 

e BLAZERS 

e DRESSES 
e TOPS CHARLESTOWN 
e SWEATERS UTICA, NEW YORK 13501 
, e SKIRTS 315-724-4429 

e IRREGULARS & ‘| Purveyors and creaters of fine 

s| gold, diamond, and precious 
SAMPLES INCLUDED stone jewelry 


Come watch our jewelers at work in our new 


Le FACTORY OUTLETS = design studio and workshop! 


ALL PRICES 20-50% LESS THAN RETAIL 
LESLIE FAY = : QUALITY SERVICE - SELECTION 

e Hundreds of Rings e Over 25 Styles of Chain 
Ist Floor-CharlesTown e Fine Diamonds & Colored Gemstones e 
311 TURNER ST , UTICA Pearls e Custom Designs e One of Kind 


MON.-WED. 10-5, THURS -FRI. 10-9 Custom Work e 4Jemelers on Easiness 
SAT 10-6, SUN 12-5 STIS ORI ATIR SOT = ; . 


























Gallery Inc. 16 Locally Owned & Operated 
‘ Since 1938 

“Antiques are 

forever, 


ivestintievast” Wl [i ROCKFORD AUTO GLASS 


appraisals “The Best Place to Replace”’ 
consignments ae | ied 






s™~ ot ~~ ows =< 









collectibles. 


Also specializing ff 72 4.2 165 | 3 : a8 


in Curved glass 


——s 


ESO SS SS I ESS SSE SSI SSG 


Many Victorian 
and early 
period antique 
furniture 
auctioned every 
month. 


- 


Downtown Utica, 
You may be old 


Phone (607) 674-2225 
or (315) 893-7395 





Rt. 12 
P.O. Box 730 
Sherburne, N.Y. 13460 


<a 


NEW HARTFORD SHOPPING CENTER 
Across from Campion Rd. exit. 
Look for our canopy. 





2 6s But you're 
agen | Looking Good! 
2 

a DANIEL R. COOK 

< = DRYCLEANING 


TRA 
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buy outright ) 2S ST es laos 


Antiques & fine U  Cors. Washington & Oriskany Blvd. — R : 
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For home delivery, call 797-9150. 
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gee SG Esssssssm 
CONGRATULATIONS} 
vs Downtown Utica A 
% WHERE WE STARTED 3 
y 56 YEARS AGO ze 
: 2 
% “We Suit Everybody” ze 
i : 
BB Sheers ae 
a 





iw NEW HARTFORD SHOPPING CENTER a] 


| 


’ Utica And 


places for 
Window-Shopping! 


CONGATULATIONS 
Diaperios, Gee 


2008 Genesee St., Utica e 797-6810 at 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat. 10- 5; Mon. & Fri. 10-8 
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MOoBILECOMM 


The Nation's Leeding Independent 
Mobile Communications Network 


e The largest coverage available in Central New York 
(Little Falls e Herkimer e Binghamton e Syracuse o Elmira) 


e State of the Art Equipment - 


(Tone only e Tone voice e Digital display) 


e Introducing Nationwide Paging 
-On line currently in excess of 52 cities in the U.S. 
-All with one toll free number. 


Contact your local representative for details. 


4 Hobart Street 1-315-797-0929 
Utica, New York 13501 1-800-542-1402 
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Call 735-7511. 


Imported From 


The Past. 


Back in the 1800’s the best 
American beers were all- 
malt, naturally krausened 
and fully lagered. Big beers 
with real character. Can 
you find that kind of beer 


~~ owe 
a ns 


— today? Yes, in every 
“\ bottle of Saranac 1888 

* | All-Malt Lager, an au- 
‘| thentic taste of history. 
Made exclusively with 
two-row barley malt, | 
brewed with American 
Cascade and German 
Hallertauer hops, natu- 
rally krausened and ful- 
ly laqered. For your 
taste of history, look for 
new Saranac 1888 were 
you buy fine beers. 


1986 F.X. Matt Brewing Company, Utica, New York 13503 
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Observer-Dispatch file photos 


East side gone 


In the early 1950s, if you had stood at Oriskany and Genesee streets and looked north, you would have seen many 
businesses on both sides of the streets — east and west. Today, most of the buildings on the west side are still up. 
But the buildings on the east side are gone — torn down to make room for the Bagg’s Square Bridge project. 


TWIN ORCHARDS 


INN fool (-Sesi-siityartciaial te Mn Catal ale laazelac: 


1 SSN Ze 
Iz 


One of The Finest Orchards 
in Central New York 


*ida reds 
*Red & Golden Delicious 
* Spy Golds 
* Crispin 
“EOR GIFT GIVING” 


_ * Fruit Baskets 
* Oranges & Grapefruit 


- /deal for - 
OPEN 
Christmas 9AM-6PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


in the 
The Observer-Dispatch 


g 


For home delivery, call 797-9150. 


Sweet Cider 
IDER SUM VETIE] 


The latest in Lifestyle Entertainment 
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Now and then, side by side 
Downtown Utica in 1987, as seen from the roof of the Hunter House (the former Hotel Utica) looking east. The 15- 


story Bankers Trust Building (completed in 1926) and Grace Episcopal Church (opened in 1860) are in the center of 
the photo. At right is the 17-story State Office Building, the city’s tallest building, completed in 1971. 





Photo by Gary Fountain 













Lunches & Casual Dining 
“A Delightful Victorian Restaurant” 


h 
0 





















Featuring... Open 6Days 
Fresh Seafood & 
Prime Rib 
Fresh Baked 401 Main St. 
Desserts Utica 
Next to Train 


Station 






Party Facilities 
Available 






797-1200 


Tam vats 


HELPING DOWTOWN STAY FIT 


SHERATON CLUB NAUTILUS 


e Complete line of nautilus equipment 3 
e Free weights 


e Aerobics e Saunas e Steam Rooms 


e@ Poo!l/Whirlpool 
“Do lt For The Health Of It” 
200 Genesee St. 
Utica, N.Y. 
735-8527 or 797-8010 


Exciting top-rated sports Coverage 
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“If Your Problem Is Lighting-We Have Bright Ideas” 
Ml LLS “CONTRACTORS SUPPLIES- 
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - 
ELECTRICAL e Wire e Cable e Wiring Devices 


SUPPLY INC e Medicine Cabinets 
; Over 500 Types 
of Lighting Fixtures 
Displayed in our Larger New 
Showrooms - Fluorescent & Incandescent 
ELECTRIC HOT WATER HEAT (WITHOUT PLUMBING) 
ELECTRIC HEATING UNITS FOR RANGES & TANKS 


















Utica 732-6972 After Hours Utica 736-9120 






R.D. 2 - Route 51 - Ilion 
COME VISIT N’VIEW NOSTAGLIC POST CARDS! 
(Post Cards From Syracuse to Albany & more) 


Our Antiques and Artworks are 
All Reminders of Historic Sites & Events! 
STOP IN and CHECK OUR SELECTION 


Downtown - Uptown - All Around Town - It’s Ilion. 
Monday-Friday 9 to 5 p.m., Saturday 10 to 4, Sunday 11 to3 


LOOK WHO’S 150 YEARS OLD: 
DOWNTOWN UTICA! 
Can’t see so good? 


Come to the 
UTICA on 
VISION ¢ CeEMTrER 


here things are always looking up. 
tae Union Shopping Center - Appt. 733-6781 









Call 735-7511. 


‘The Inn place to be”’ 


The Observer-Dispatch Classifieds 


for fine dining, lodging, and entertainment 
345 E. Main St. Ilion, N.Y. 13357 (315) 895-7440 
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GENES | 
In time for holiday 
GIFT GIVING! 


®) 






- in decor 
} Tradition? i 
| designs 4 


SH ANSU yout home: 


PRICES 


’ oy rorected By 
a mincuate 


EXAMPLES: REG. 


4’x6’ APPROX $160 
6'x9’ $310 
S) LD $499 


i e UTICA HE 
R 
EN J Vi S: ORISKANY ST. W, 110 E. ¥ ee 


Carpeting, Drapery, Wallcovering Ulica 733-0442 





START AT! 











SALE 


-419 
S249 
399 


ROME 
305 ERIE BLVD. 
337-2121 
Utica 732-6001 


